The third winter season of the London Bird Atlas is now finished, and we are continuing to make
excellent progress towards the completion of the winter atlas. At the time of writing (March 20™),
timed counts had been input for 78% of tetrads, with a further 5% having had one count input (out of
the two required). This figure is certain to increase as we are aware of a number of tetrads where
counts have been completed but not yet input. We would like to once again thank all those who have
taken part in the survey and request that you enter any outstanding results or send off the recording
forms as soon as possible.

We hope to be able to complete the timed counts in the fourth year of the survey (2010-11), and to
focus on areas where more casual (roving) recording is needed to complete full lists of species for each
tetrad. The results and maps for the first three seasons of the winter survey are not yet available and
will be reported in a future newsletter. The remainder of this article will focus on the breeding season.

By the time you read this the 2010 breeding survey period will be well underway. After two years
(2008 and 2009), timed counts for the breeding season had been input for 49% of tetrads, with a
further 7% of tetrads having had a single count. At the halfway point of the project, this would appear
to place us on target. However, it must be remembered that completion of timed counts is only a small
part of the breeding season atlas, and that an important part of the project is to collect breeding
evidence for all species. In many cases further survey work is needed to prove breeding, both for
scarcer and for common species, as the map for Robin (below) shows.

! " $ % &' The increasing size of the dots indicates possible, probable and confirmed
breeding. There are still many gaps as we would expect breeding in most, if not all, tetrads.

Although some gaps will be filled out by data supplied to the LNHS recorders, it will not always be
possible to link these records to a tetrad. We would therefore urge observers to ensure they record
breeding evidence for all species when submitting timed counts or casual records, and/or check with
the BTO representatives whether records supplied to the LNHS recorders for your local patch can be
used in the atlas (if they can’t then we have produced a simple form to enable you to produce a list of
records by tetrad without hassle). For details of the breeding evidence codes, please see the BTO
website (www.bto.org/birdatlas/taking_part/bevidence.htm) or contact one of the BTO reps - lan
Woodward (North London) — ianw_bto_nlon@hotmail.co.uk; Richard Arnold (South London) —
bto@thomsonecology.com.
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Note that all records are unverified and need to be validated by the BTO reps and LNHS recorders
before being included in the final Atlas results (or London Bird Reports).

With obvious gaps in the recording, it is difficult to comment on many species. However, changes are
obvious for some species. Many of the species with declining ranges are well-known and have been
discussed in previous newsletters and at Indoor meetings. A typical example is the Spotted flycatcher,
with evidence of breeding having been recorded in 412 of the 856 London tetrads during the last atlas
in 1988-94. During the current atlas to date, probable or confirmed breeding for this species has been
recorded in just seventeen tetrads.
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At this early stage, the gains highlighted also relate to species that are known to be expanding their
range in London, such as Egyptian goose (see map below), Little egret, Buzzard, Black-headed gull
and Ring-necked parakeet. By the end of the project, it should be possible to draw some conclusions
about the fortunes of other more widespread species.
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